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Republican Women of Reno Newsletter

CALENDAR
Thursday, April 1, 10 AM: RWR Board
Meeting at 3500 Lakeside Court
Sunday, April 4: EASTER SUNDAY
Thursday, April 8, 11:30 AM – 1 PM:
RWR April Monthly Meeting at Red
Hawk Golf & Country Club, 6600 N.
Wingfield Parkway, Sparks.
Thursday, April 8, 6:30 PM: Washoe
County Republican Party (WCRP)
Executive Board Meeting, WCRP
Office, 3652 S. Virginia St.
Friday, April 9, 4:30-6:30 PM: WCRP
Monthly Open House, WCRP Office,
3652 S. Virginia St.
Friday-Saturday, April 9-10: Nevada
Republican Party Central Committee
Meeting, Casino Fandango, Carson
Monday, April 12, 10 AM: RWR
Political Activities and Affairs (PAA)
Committee Mtg, home of Nicôl Herris.
Wednesday, April 14, 6:30 PM: WCRP
Town Hall Meeting, WCRP Office, 3652
S. Virginia St.
Thursday, April 15, 10 AM: RWR
Membership Committee Meeting, home
of Nicôl Herris.
Thursday, April 22, 6:30 PM: WCRP
Central Committee Meeting to Elect New
Officers: Place TBD.
Friday, April 23, 9:00-11:00 AM: RWR
Brigades Workshop, Right to Life Office,
1301 Cordone Ave., Reno.
Thursday, April 29, 7:00-8:30 PM:
RWR Special Speaker Event – Former
Arizona Sheriff Richard Mack, Spirit
Filled Church, 3175 Goldy Way, Sparks.
Friday, April 30, 9:30-12: Nevada
Federation of Republican Women
Legislative Day, Casino Fandango
Ballroom, Carson City.
Saturday, May 1, 7:30 AM – 5:00 PM:
Nevada Federation of Republican
Women Board of Directors and General
Membership Meeting, Fandango,
Carson
Second & Fourth Wednesdays, 11:30
AM -1 PM : Conservative Talk Lunch,
Paisan’s Restaurant, 6550 Longley
Lane, Reno. Contact Carole Fineberg,

Reservations: 866-806-5501, www.rwreno.org

Lynda Siminske, President

2021 Executive Officers

Home Alone…Covid Easter 2021 Easter with family
“Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia
Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia
Praise Him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia
Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia”

Father,

HAPPY EASTER TO ALL RWR MEMBERS
AND FAMILIES!
Dear RWR members and Guests, What a wonderful
March meeting we had! Keiko and her Event
Planning Committee did a wonderful job decorating
for St. Paddy’s Day! Becky and the Fund Raising
committee made beautiful green St. Patrick’s silent
auction baskets (I even won one filled with many
pretty things.) It was fun seeing the ladies dressed
in green and “wishing the Luck of the Irish” to each
other. Caroline Smith was one of the speakers.
She is 1st VP of NvFRW and former Membership
Chair of NFRW. She is an associate member of
RWR (and regular Member of Mt. Rose Republican
Club). She serves on our Bylaws Committee and
our Legislature and Advocacy. Caroline spoke on
the “Function, Organization and Relationship with
the local clubs and NFRW.” RWR ladies all belong
to NvFRW and NFRW. Part of our yearly dues goes
to help support these groups. We all work together
to help support and get Republican candidates
elected. “When Women Work We Win!” There are
900,000 in NFRW. It is headquartered in
Washington DC. and it was founded in 1938.
Our second speaker was Jim DeGraffenreid. He
is our Nevada RNC Committeeman who spoke
about what the state is doing to fight election fraud.
He spoke and gave a hand out linking voter fraud in
the 2020 General Election. Washoe County had
11,417 duplicate votes cast by voters with matching
name, address, and birthdate. In Washoe county
5,061 out of state votes were cast. 2,795 voted
came from commercial addresses. 316 votes in
Washoe County came from deceased voters. There
were many other examples Jim gave of voter fraud.
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evidence of voter fraud were presented to the district and to Nevada Supreme Court. Heather
Carmen, Assistant Registrar of Voters , attended our lunch and answered questions. Nicôl
Herris told us about the many exciting things our new committee, Legislative and Advocacy, is
doing…including 2 workshops at Paisan’s with over 50 people in attendance to each. (Nicol will
tell more about her committee later in the Compass.) One of the highlights of the meeting came
when I announced this month’s Presidential Awardee…Kathy Doyle (read more about Kathy
later in the Compass). Our next General Meeting will be April 8th h, and Dr. Bruce Fong, Holistic
and Integrative Medicine Specialist with St. Mary’s Regional Medical Center, will be our
speaker. He will tell us all sorts of things about COVID. We are now allowed to have 100 at
our Luncheon meetings. We will continue to meet at Red Hawk in April, May, and June. Enjoy
the specialness of Easter with your family as last year we had to meet alone. May our Jewish
friends and family have a lovely Passover.
My Love, Lynda
P.S. With Spring here, the pace is picking up. April is going to be a busy month. We have the
Nevada Republican Party Central Committee meeting, the Washoe County Republican Party
Central Committee meeting, the monthly RWR Brigades Workshop, a special Speaker Event
with Sheriff Richard Mack, the Nevada Federation of Republican Women Spring Board
Meeting, and our usual monthly luncheon meeting. See the APRIL CALENDAR for details.

Connie Furlong, Caring for America
Nicôl Herris, 2nd VP,
Membership
We are so fortunate to have
dedicated members who have
brought in their friends to join
RWR. This has been a very busy
month and please welcome the
following new members: Laure
Adams, Kelli Chism, Susan
McMurray (referred by Kathy
Doyle), Barbara Portera, Melanie
Sutton (referred by Nicôl Herris),
Gina Nolte (referred by Toni
Taylor), Katie Cohn, Susan
Walton, Shelby Willard, Ann
Sweder, Valerie White and
Associate members: Barbara
Guerin and Juanita Cox. Please
join the Membership Committee
as we have lots of fun and
welcome your ideas!

Thank you, ladies so very much, for your financial support
for our Troops and The Women and Children of the
Sierras. You were so very generous in March.
Our own Becky Degn will be at the Vietnam Veterans
Event on Sunday, March 28, 2021. Bridgette Strafford,
one of our RWR members was instrumental in letting
Becky have a table at the Vietnam Veterans Event. This is
the first time RWR, Caring for America, has been involved
with our veterans.
Have a blessed Easter

Cindy Sassenrath, Technology Chair
Did you know it costs $.28 plus 3% of the amount charged
to accept your credit card? It is very convenient to pay
online but the cost does add up! We spend on average
$70 per month on credit card fees. I am offering the option
of sending me a check to pay for lunches and other
events. You will now be able to register for the April Lunch
with out paying online but will need to send me a check by
the reservation deadline or your reservation may be
canceled. Please send checks made out to RWR to my
home address at 7740 Harvest Hill Lane, Reno, NV 89523.
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Lynda Siminske, President
President’s Awardee—Kathy Doyle
It was so easy to choose our March Presidential Awardee;
She has done so much for our RWR Club. Kathy just served 2 years as
our RWR President. She is a member of the President’s Club. She is
an associate member of all Reno Republican Clubs. She attends many
other Reno Republican Club meetings. She serves on three RWR
Committees: Political Affairs and Activities, Membership, and
Legislation and Advocacy. Every day she sends out important
information about Republican events and legislative bills as chairman
for E-Communications. She is currently chairman and secretary for our
Bylaws committee. She participated in “Trump Corners.” She helps me
by proof reading my President’s letter each month. Shen has
volunteered her home for various committee meetings. She is in charge
of our Achievement Award Points. She is secretary for NvFRA. She has
served as MC at our first two Legislative and Advocacy
Workshops. One more round of applause for everything Kathy
does. Bless You!

Joan Shoop, PAA Corner
ADVOCATE: To actively support in favor of a cause.
It's easy to let others do all the work, to sit back and nod your head in agreement while they,
mostly unpaid volunteers, spend hours of their time passionately working for fairness.
Our RWR member, Carole Fineberg, is one of the hardest working advocates we have. She
runs the Conservative Talk Lunch that meets every 2nd and 4th Wednesday. Bruce Park
attends regularly. He is urging all of us to write to our Secretary of State, Barbara Cegavske to
take voter irregularity seriously. Her term ends January 2, 2023.
Her work phone is: 775-684-5708.
The address is: 202 North Carson Street, Carson City, NV 899701-4201
email: nvsos.gov
There's always a place for you to volunteer. There is strength in numbers.
Our RWR member and PAA Committee member, Angela Haakinson, has lined up a great
speaker for Thursday evening, April 29th, with retired Arizona Sheriff Richard Mack. Among the
topics he will speak about are the First, Second and Tenth Amendments. We will have
Constitution Pamphlets available at check-in. (See the flyer included in this Compass.) Sign up
early - we expect it to sell out.
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Kathy Doyle, PAA Corners
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Kathy Doyle
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Joe Hansen, Tribute to Rush Limbaugh
From Joe Hansen — son of RWR Past President JoAnne Waters.
The Bible says The LORD is close to the brokenhearted. That’s reassuring, because I sure need Him now,
following the death of Rush Limbaugh. The last time I cried like this, it was over the death of a dear friend.
You could say Rush was also a friend – one I never met in person. But one for whom I’ll always be grateful.
For over 30 years, Rush was the voice so many of us leaned on to help make sense of an increasingly
nonsensical world. His caramel voice was so soothing. His wit, wisdom, compassion and insights into the
Issues du Jour gave us strength….hope…and an undying love for America The Beautiful.
Like most people, I graduated college as a “compassionate Democrat.” I’d heard Rush on the radio a few
times and was turned off by his braggadocious swagger, which I later learned was tongue-in-cheek humor
that made ditto heads smile and drove political foes crazy. A friend of mine told me I didn’t like Rush
because I didn’t “get Rush” and challenged me to listen for two weeks with an open mind. So I did. And
my mind’s been expanding ever since.
They say nobody is irreplaceable. I don’t believe that. Lots of baseball players wore Yankee pinstripes
after Babe Ruth…but no one took his place in people’s hearts. Or in history. Rush was the Bambino of
Radio. I’m so blessed to have been able to listen to him for all these years.
Rush Hudson Limbaugh III was an unwavering patriot who proudly defended the values that make
America exceptional. He gave us hope that hard work, faith and determination could change your life. He
was a Midwesterner who came out of nowhere to spearhead a Conservative movement. And singlehandedly save AM radio.
In his heyday, restaurants in NY and DC had sold-out “Rush rooms” where people sat for three hours each
weekday just to listen to the Maha Rushi. Many is the morning I tuned into Reno’s KKOH at 9 AM sharp to
get Rush’s take on the day’s news through the prism of American exceptionalism. Day after day, year after
year, I walked away wiser for those experiences.
Many of my friends whose politics are left of center don’t share my adoration for Rush. Some probably
loath him. That’s okay. They’re responding to the media’s caricature, not the man.
The man who taught me how to unflinchingly defend my principles, but never at the expense of
empathy. The man who demonstrated how to convey conviction without erring into arrogance. The man
who showed us all, by example, that it doesn’t matter where you started, or what you look like, to be able
to succeed in America.
Rush also demonstrated that you don’t have to pretend to be perfect. It’s okay to screw up, as long as
you own up to your shortcomings (like his addiction to painkillers). He wasn’t afraid to show his humanity
and publicly talk about the frailties he later demonstrated the strength to overcome.
All of which helped me find the courage to be real. To be unapologetically me. Warts and all. It’s the kind
of thing true friends do for one another. You may not be everyone’s cup of tea when you live your life this
way, but it’s been my experience that if you let gratitude and compassion serve as your compass points,
you’ll never be at a loss for friends.
Continued on next page
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Rush was a voracious reader who was wickedly intelligent and wise. He taught us all so many life lessons
never covered in college (Rush was a college drop-out). He encouraged people to think for themselves. To
learn. To lead. Along the way, he led a Conservative movement that celebrated life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness while “having more fun than a human being should be allowed to have.” That was a big
takeaway for me – without happiness, the struggle for life and liberty loses its value. Never forget the fun.
That kind of optimism is pure holy water that burns cancel culture vampires who are chomping away at
our society and its founding principles. Rush saw the slow creep of socialism coming over the years. He
poked fun at the people who refer to our country as bigoted, racist and jaded by white supremacy…and it
drove them insane.
Truth is, we need Rush’s remarkable “talent on loan from God” now more than ever. I’m in complete
denial about not being able to hear his voice in the morning, telling us things will be okay. After all, we’re
Americans. We’ve persevered in the past, even after leaders like Washington, Jefferson and Lincoln were
no longer with us. Now, it’s up to us – each of us – to keep Rush’s optimism and values alive.
Rush Limbaugh dedicated his life to this country. The least we can do is honor his memory in the way we
conduct our everyday lives.
I’ll continue to play the Pretenders’ “My City Is Gone” in the morning around 9:07 AM and think about
you, Rush. I’ll imagine the things you’d say in facing the challenges of the day. I’ll lean on your lessons.
And lean into the joy you expressed simply for being alive. And pausing to be present in the moment.
Each beautiful moment that rushes by.
I’ll miss you my brother from another mother. My friend. Someday I hope to meet you for the first time
in Heaven. Until then, I wish you Godspeed as the Lord embraces your beautiful soul.

Nicôl Herris, Legislative and Advocacy
The RWR Brigade Launch Workshop was held on March 19 to a
standing room crowd at Paisan’s Old World Deli in Reno. We
launched the Education Brigade (team leaders Linda Park and Paul
White), Election Fairness Brigade (team leaders Carole Fineberg
and Tracey Thomas), Washoe County Commission Brigade (team
leaders Melanie Sutton and Cindy Martinez and Legislative Brigade
(team leader Bruce Parks). After a presentation by the Brigade Team
Leaders, attendees chose which Brigade they were most interested
in joining.
On March 23, the Election Fairness Brigade attended the Washoe
County Commission meeting and presented over 100 signatures on
a petition asking the County Commissioners to “Clean the Voter
Rolls.” Many of our RWR members spoke at this hearing and the
Registrar of Voters will be presenting her plan as to how she is going
to “scrub the voters roll” at the Commission meeting on April 13.
On March 30, the Education Brigade attended the Washoe County
Education School Board meeting and presented a letter (with signed
signatures) asking for more accountability from the School Board.
The next workshop will be on April 23 and we need you to join us
NOW!
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Carmen Price
Donor Network West
The month of April is Donate Life Month all across the United States. Here in Reno, Donor
Network West which is a federally designated nonprofit, 501 © 3, organ procurement and tissue
recovery organization (OPO). Established in 1987, we serve more than 13 million people and
connect a donor’s gift to those in need in 45 counties in Northern California and Northern
Nevada.
Organ, eye, and tissue donation offers the hope to heal. My husband was a donor, and gave
life to 6 people in 2014 when he passed. The generous decisions of donors and their families
allow us to recover and allocate organs and tissues for transplantation and research. We are
able to carry out our mission of saving and healing lives thanks to our partnership with 175
hospitals, doctors, nurses, and more than 500 funeral homes and 44 coroners and medical
examiners.
Donor Network West is proud to be a Donate Life organization and an accredited member of
the Association of Organ procurement Organizations (AOPO), the American Association of
Tissue Banks (AATB), and the United Network of Organ Sharing (UNOS). We are additionally
members of Donate Life California and Donate Life Nevada.
The Reno Mayor Hillary Schieve, who is a small business owner and a kidney recipient
encourages conversations about donation among friends and family. Tom Dolan, of the Dolan
Auto Group is also a recipient. In 2016 he went in for a lung transplant and also had a heart
double bypass. Today he is alive and well. The Dolan Auto Group is one of the biggest
sponsors of Donor Network West’s run/walk, this year the event will be September 18, 2021 and
it is held at the Sparks Marina, it’s a great event for the entire family.
It is important when you get or renew your driver’s license, to check the box stating you will
be a donor.
Here are some statistics that are interesting: There are 110,000 people waiting for an organ
transplant. 22 people die each day waiting. In 2020, there were 411 organ donors, 1177 organ
transplants, 2150 tissue donors and 2450 research samples. Keep in mind, age is no barrier,
anyone can become a donor.
To learn more about Donate Life Nevada, you can go to: donatelifenevada.org and
register to become a donor.
Something exciting to commemorate that April is Donate Life Month, we will be holding a
lighting event on the evening of April 1st around 7:30 PM in downtown at the Reno Arch, and
lighting up the arch in Blue and Green which are the colors of Donate Life. Please join
everyone.
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Bev Stenehjem
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Bev Stenehjem
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Bev Stenehjem

Paul White
To everyone who read, spoke, attended, collected signatures..........THANK YOU!
Please share this message with all your team and supporters.
Building on the past 3 meetings, this afternoon was by FAR the biggest and most
committed crowd we have drawn to the Board meetings. Even with absurd 20-feet apart
spacing, switching meeting times, making too many people wait in an overflow room, and
everything else the Board could think of to limit our warrior group, we just keep getting
stronger! Working together is the only way!
I'm meeting with Joey very soon to discuss what our next-step options are (and wasn't he
great?!) I'll keep you posted.
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NEVADA REPRESENTATIVES AND SENATORS
Nevada/Representatives
Susie Lee (Democratic Party)
https://susielee.house.gov/contact
Washington, DC-202 225-3252, Las Vegas 702 963- 9336
Dina Titus (Democratic Party)
http://titus.house.gov/
Washington, DC-202-225–5965, Las Vegas 702-220-9823
Steven Horsford (Democratic Party)
https://horsford.house.gov/contact,
Washington Office
1330 Longworth HOB, Washington, DC 20515, Phone: (202) 225-9894
North Las Vegas Office –
2250 N Las Vegas Blvd, Suite 500. North Las Vegas, NV 89030 Phone: (702) 9639360 Fax: (202) 225-9783
Mark Amodei (Republican Party)
https://amodei.house.gov/contact
Washington, DC-202 225-5679, Reno 775 777 7705
Nevada/Senators
Jacky Rosen (Democratic Party)
https://www.rosen.senate.gov/contact_jacky
Washington, DC
144 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
Phone: 202-224-6244
Reno
Bruce Thompson Federal Building
400 S. Virginia Street, Suite 738
Reno, NV 89501
Phone 775-337-0110, Las Vegas 702 388-0205
Catherine Cortez Masto (Democratic Party)
https://www.cortezmasto.senate.gov/contact/connect
Washington, DC
516 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
P: (202) 224-3542
RENO
400 South Virginia Street, Suite 902
Reno, NV 89501
P: (775) 686-5750 F: (775) 686 5757
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LEGISLATIVE & ADVOCACY WORKSHOP

Kathy Doyle—MC

Paul White

Cindy Martinez
Tracy Thompson

Nicol Herris — Committee Chairman,
Legislative & Advocacy

RWR Member VickieSchnabel
Carole Fineberg
Election Fairness Brigade

Caroline Smith encourages ladies
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March RWR Luncheon

Political Affairs and
Activities Committee selling
patriotic items

Event Planning Committee and
table decorations

President, Lynda Siminske
Jody Park and Sandra Linares

Registration table

Jim Degraffenreid —What the state is
doing to fight

Table Decorations
Nicol Herris —Chairman
RWR Member VickieSchnabel
Legislative & Advocacy

Caroline Smith — Speaker NvFRW the function and organization

Caroline Smith encourages ladies
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Joan Shoop, Americanism, Homeland
D I D Y O U K N O W ........................................
Over 3,300 schools across the country are using solar panels, and are saving up to 89% in electric
bills.
Asian American hate crimes are up 150% in large cities across the country this year.
Raphael Sanzio (1483 - 1520), a painter and architect, painted the Neoplatonic visual form of the
human body. At first, many believed his paintings to be repulsive. He went on to become one of the
three greatest painters of the High Renaissance.

In the U.S., over 33 million people self-identify as Irish - five times the population of Ireland.
There are 29 states with a town named Eureka. California has two with the same name of Eureka.
Over 20 countries have stopped using the Astrazenica shot because of blood clots and deaths.
The city of Minneapolis, MN, City Council approved 13 - 0 to award the family of George Floyd $27
million, with $500,000 to benefit a memorial site at 38th and Chicago Street.
In California, one in four illegals coming in test positive for Covid 19. In El Paso, Texas, one in 8
children coming across the border test positive. When Donald Trump was President, 133 miles of a
150 mile fence was re-built. They are coming in through the 17 mile gap.
Nevada is 11th in the nation for human trafficking.
Billions of harmless, non-biting cicadas are coming to trees near the nation after 17 years
underground. My cats are so happy - they enjoy catching them.
Carson City has been ranked #1 as the best place to visit during the pandemic.
Vasa, Sweden's defensive warship built in 1620, sunk on it's maiden voyage less than one mile from
it's launch site. It has been called their Titanic. However, it was brought up in 1961 and is on display
in its' own museum.
In the U.S., three women per day die by the hands of their husband, ex-husband or a man from a
previous relationship. World-wide, six women are killed by a man every hour.
Every year, 14,000 home fires are caused by clothes dryers from accumulated lint. They cause nonfirefighter deaths, injuries and annually $230 million in property damage.
In 1920, Listerine mouthwash (company), originally used as an antiseptic for surgeries, used the word
'halitosis' for the first time to describe bad breath. In 1958, the first electric toothbrush, called
Broxodent, came on the market claiming to brush up and down 120 times per second.
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