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2022 Executive Officers

Happy New Year and Thank You for being an RWR
Member!! 2021 was a banner year for us with an alltime high number of members, great informative
programs and lots of activities for our members to
participate in.
Our appreciation goes to President Lynda Siminske
and her Board whom under her leadership led us to a
year filled with numerous successes from the RWR
Brigades, Special Speaker’s Series, fundraising and
many more events. I am blessed with a fantastic Board
and know they will do their best to make 2022 the very
best RWR year.
2022 is a very important year as this is an election
year and given the Red Wave win in Virginia, Nevada
has a very good chance of riding this Red Wave. We
need your help in this effort and know you will step up
and help. Here are the top 3 things to do:
- Renew your RWR Membership and bring in a
friend to join us
- Sign up to be a Poll Worker for the June and
November Elections
- Join a RWR Committee
Wishing you and your family a most healthy and
wonderful 2022!
Thanks a Million,
Nicôl

President: Nicôl Herris nicollea@me.com
775-300-3763
1st VP: Bev Stenehjem
bevstenehjem@gmail.com, 408-705-6537
2nd VP: Kate Vineyard
kv@vineyardunlimited.com, 408-835-9101
Treasurer: Cindy Sassenrath
escapella@gmail.com, 707-621-2009
Rec. Sec.: Lynda Frieden
lyndafri@yahoo.com, 408-832-7022
Appointed Offices
Chaplain: Beatriz Robinson/Kathy Doyle
Corresponding Secretary: Victoria Crockett
Appointed Chairs
Achievement Awards: Kathy Doyle
Armed Services/Homeland: Joan Shoop
Auditing:
Budget and Finance: Cindy Sassenrath
By-Laws: Michelle VanderStokker
Caring for America: Connie Furlong
E-Communications: Kathy Doyle
Event Planning:
Fundraising: Rebecca Degn
Historian: Kathy Doyle
Legislative & Advocacy:
Literacy: Doni Webber
Newsletter: Victoria Crockett
Nominating: Joan Shoop
Parliamentarian: Joanna Schumacher
Political Affairs & Activities: Debbie Hudgens
RWNN PAC: Barbara Kirk
Technology (includes Website & Ecommunications): Cindy Sassenrath

Bev Stenehjem, February Meeting
SAVE THE DATE – February’s
Luncheon - February 10
Bruce Parks, the new chair of the
Washoe GOP and Lee Felch, marketing
guru, will present their vision and goals for
the Republican Party of Washoe County.
Come and find out how we are going to turn
Washoe County "RED" again and what
makes NEVADA Republicans the best in the

nation!
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Kathy Doyle, Membership
Happy New Year from the RWR Membership Committee!
We’re looking forward to another successful year with membership. With the ambitious goals of RWR
for this election year, it is imperative that we keep up the momentum of the past couple of years to maintain our high membership numbers. This gives us a large talent pool to draw from for the various projects
that we have planned for 2022 (e.g., see Teri Bartl’s article on Election Integrity).
If you haven’t done so, here’s our recommended New Year’s Resolution: Renew your RWR membership for 2022.
Annual dues remain at $45. It’s easy. You can renew online at:
https://republicanwomenofreno.wildapricot.org/ and click on Membership on the top bar. You can also
send a check for $45 made out to “RWR” and send it to our Treasurer: Cindy Sassenrath, 7740 Harvest
Hill Lane, Reno, NV 89523.
2022 is going to be quite an interesting and active year, and by renewing your membership in RWR you
will stay informed and educated on all the various issues and events we have in store for the year.
Please welcome the following new RWR Members:
Gail Betz
Kimberly Clark
Debra Gibson
Nanette Sembaugh
New RWR Members for December:
L-R: Kimberly Clark, Gail Betz, Nanette Sembaugh

Connie Furlong, Caring for America
HAPPY NEW YEAR! Caring for America is working on new venues to work with, along with the military Blue Star
Mothers and the Women and Children of the Sierras (WACS).
We will be working with Project 150 Reno. The goal of Project 150 Reno is to keep at risk kids in school. The group
of volunteers help our challenged and problem youth by providing clothing, hygiene, shoes, and school
supplies. Please check out the Caring for America table at January's Luncheon Meeting for more information.
Next month I will have the total number of children the Women and Children of the Sierras served in 2021. In
2020, they served 883 for Christmas. Also, I will have the number we helped of the Army and Air National Guard
members' families that are deployed.
Please remember to bring your Christmas cards when you are done with them. We will send these cards to our
military overseas in 2022 in the boxes the Blue Star Mothers prepare for our deployed soldiers.
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Debbie Hudgens, PAA Brigade
The PAA Brigade met on 12/13/21. Our next meeting is 1/10/22 @ 10:00 am @ 2551 Range View Lane,
Reno.
We discussed our goals for the upcoming year. The top 3 goals for PAA are:
1. Plan speaker events for 2022. We have some exciting speakers to contact and would love to hear
any suggestions
2. Hold Candidate Corners to support local candidates. More info coming soon!
3. Support Republican Women of Reno through other groups and special events.

Our first event is the Election Integrity Workshop on 1/21/22 @ Paisan’s 9am-11am. Includes breakfast
for a cost of $15. Speakers and interactive workshop will help us prepare for election 2022. Contact Debbie Hudgens 925.222.8877 for info.
The primary election is June 14, 2022. We are enlisting Poll Workers to man the polls to help us keep elections fair.
Please contact Debbie Hudgens @ debbie@debbiehudgens.com or call/text 925.222.8877 if you would
like additional information or have questions on events.

Rebecca Degn, Fundraising Chair
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!!
RWR’s craft fair luncheon was a wonderful event! Red Hawk did an amazing job of settling up of the 18
tables that vendors filled with beautiful handmade treasures. Our members were dressed in Christmas
joy and imbued with festive holiday spirit
I want to Thank everyone who gave so generously their new or gently used donations; members who
purchased Jewelry giftwares, and attended special fundraising events such as the St. Patty’s party, Cinco

de Mayo, Wine tasting, and the luau.
None of these events could have happened without the love and support of my awesome team: Lynn
Gillespie, Debbie Hudgens, Becky McDonald, Lori Moore and our newest team member, Ann Sweder.
2022 is going to be intensely busy for the Fundraising committee. Especially with our RWR club expansion, bringing guest speakers and candidates to inform and educate the members. We need funds to do
all that we can to bring back Reno Red Republican Conservative values. Fundraising team and I Thank you
again for all the love and support!
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Kathy Doyle
What RWR Does Do Besides “Have Lunch?”
PART 2 – 2021 RECAP
In 2020 we wrote a document entitled “What does RWR Do Besides Have Lunch?” It was in
response to that question that was sometimes asked of us. Here is the 2021 version, a type of
“Report Card” of RWR’s achievements. So, if someone asks this of you, you can be armed with the
following talking points. They can’t help but be impressed!
Political Education:
• Under the Legislative & Advocacy Committee, established working Brigades for political
activism: Education, County Commissioners, Election Integrity, Veterans’ Affairs, 2nd
Amendment, Legislative, and e-Communications.
•

Hosted six educational Workshops covering the above Brigade topics.

•

Held a special workshop in July at Spirit Filled Church hosted by the Education Brigade on
“How To Take Your Child Out of Public Schools,” attended by over 200 people.

•

Under the Political Affairs & Activities (PAA) Committee, organized three Special Speaker
events open to the public:
o Sheriff Richard Mack, Founder, Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace Officers Association.
o James Taylor, President, Heartland Institute.
o Scott Presler, conservative activist, inspirational speaker and GOTV advocate.

•

An RWR member organizes and hosts a Conservative Talk Lunch twice a month which
provides a forum for political education and networking.

•

At RWR luncheons, in 2021 we had various political candidates come to present their
platforms, as well as an education expert presenting alternatives to public schools.

Political Action:
• Under the auspices of the Education Brigade, attended various Washoe County School
Board meetings to protest against radical “progressive” curricula currently being taught in
our schools.
•

Under the auspices of the County Commissioners Brigade, attended various Washoe
County Commissioner meetings to advocate against the mask mandate and other
measures restricting our basic rights.

•

Wrote letters to School Board, County Commissioners, and Legislators on various issues
and bills adversely affecting conservative values.

•

RWR E-Communications Brigade Chair sends out regular email blasts about upcoming
School Board, County Commissioner, and other political meetings, rallies, etc., to attend.

Campaign Activities:
• Played a key role in hosting a fundraiser/campaign kick-off in September for Sigal Chattah,
Republican candidate for Nevada Attorney General.

Continued on next page
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Kathy Doyle

Continued from prior page

•

Several RWR members are active in the “Women for Sam Brown” organization (candidate
for U.S. Senate). and organized Meet & Greet meetings.

•

An RWR member is Washoe County Event Coordinator for Dr. Fred Simon, candidate for
Nevada Governor, and organized Meet & Greet meetings.

•

An RWR member is running for Washoe County Assessor.

County and State Party Activities:
• Two RWR members are elected officers of the Washoe County Republican Party: Secretary
and Treasurer.
•

RWR members are volunteer workers at the Washoe County Republican Party office.

•

RWR members serve on the Washoe County Republican Party Executive Committee.

•

RWR members serve on the Washoe County Republican Party Central Committee.

•

RWR members serve on the Nevada GOP Central Committee.

•

Three RWR members are part of the Northern Nevada Republican Women’s PAC, which
donates money to candidates for their campaigns.

Other:
• RWR hosted a booth in conjunction with Mt. Rose at the Annual Basque Fry in August –
distributed campaign materials for candidates and information on RWR – registered new
RWR members.
•

Three RWR members and one RWR Associate were elected as President, 2nd VicePresident, Secretary and Treasurer for the Nevada Federation of Republican Women for
2022-23.

•

Caring for America: RWR raised $1,547 for Women and Children of the Sierras (WACS)
and sent Christmas cards and raised $769 for the US military troops overseas.

Bev Stenehjem
Education Brigade Update: Check out the RWR Education Brigade's new website - www.savewcsd.com that showcases our school board candidates running for FOUR open seats next year.
Stay tuned for updates on two lawsuits, recently filed against the WCSD school board for Open Meeting
Law Violations.
Contact Bev at (408) 705-6537 and bev.stenehjem@gmail.com to be added to our email list for news
and other important updates.
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Teri Bartl, Election Integrity
Election Integrity – Be the 3%
About 3% of the American population fought and won the Revolutionary war. The Continental Army was never more
than 48,000 soldiers at any given time. We won our independence through the participation and grit of the few, for the
many. That is what we are up against now with election integrity issues across the country. We need you!
One of the most effective things you can do for election integrity
is to be part of the army of voter roll clean-up workers, poll workers and poll watchers.
We can clean up the voter rolls in Nevada even though starting in 2022, Nevada will perpetually have mail-in ballot
elections (per AB 321). In the 2020 election, ballots were mailed to many deceased Nevadans and people who had
moved out of the state. The good news is there are ways we can research names and addresses to find out if people are
eligible to vote, and then fix the voter rolls. This will be one of the subjects of the Election Integrity Workshop on
January 21 from 9:00am to 11:00am at Paisan’s Old World Deli in Reno. Poll working and watching will be discussed also.
Patriot poll workers will be an integral part of election integrity. After the 2020 debacle we learned our lessons and are
now poised and ready to fight back for honest elections. There are several levels of poll workers in Washoe County
including management. The ‘Election Worker Intake Specialist’ however, is typically the first point of contact for the
voter at a polling site. They determine the voter’s eligibility to vote. They access voter information via laptop and
confirm the voter’s address, ID, and signature. The poll worker assists with election eve set up. They access voter
registration data via laptop. On election day the poll worker assists with comparing and balancing the ICX Prime voter
counts against the number of voter check-ins on poll books. (Dominion Voting Systems’ ICX is supposed to ensure the
systems stand alone and cannot be connected to the internet.)
TO BE A POLL WORKER FILL OUT THE QUESTIONNAIRE BY FEBRUARY 4, 2022 AT
https://forms.office.com/g/PSJk5qGHRn.
A traditionally blue county in Virginia recently turned red and many people attribute their success to the Republican poll
watchers that outnumbered Democrats 2-to -1 at each polling location. There was virtually no chance of massive voter
fraud at the polls. The watchers observed the voter check-in and ballot drop boxes, observed election officers opening
voting equipment, and watched election officers report the vote tallies at the end of the night. They ensured the slates
were blank when the polls opened. Many of the poll watchers who had traditionally worked the polls did not come out
this latest election due to the Chinese virus. This left the door open for new poll watchers. The fresh poll workers were
inspired to give it their all to make sure 2020 was not repeated in their state.
There are several opportunities to be involved with election integrity. The Reno Republican Women Political Affairs and
Activities Brigade is sponsoring the Election Integrity Workshop on January 21 from 9:00am to 11:00am at Paison’s OldWorld Deli. Register at RWRwno.org or call 925-222-8877. Be the 3%, join the Army!
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Kathy Doyle, Calendar
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Joan Shoop, Americanism, Homeland Security
D I D Y O U K N O W ....................................
* New York City is building a $119 B steel sea wall to save it from rising sea levels. It is
expected to be completed in 2024.
*

China could have 700 warheads by 2027 and 1,000 by the year 2030.

*

The life blood of our galaxy is hydrogen.

*

The year 2020 had a record number of cigarette smokers.

*

Butterflies taste with their feet.

*

Cats have over 100 vocal sounds. Dogs have about 10.

*

February of 1865 is the only month in recorded history not to have a full moon.

*

2021 marked the 100th anniversary of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

* United Airlines has ordered fourteen supersonic passenger jets that will do Mach 5. They
will be delivered in 2029.
*

Actor Alec Baldwin is the most 'engine searched person.

*

Lander County, Nevada, is replacing its' voting machines.

* The drug Fentanyl, coming through our southern border, is up 600%. Since February of
2021, Federal agents seized enough of the drug to kill every person in the U.S.
* California closed the last K-Mart in the state, ending the Blue Light Special. The last store
was in Grass Valley.
*

One in three Americans have diabetes, high blood pressure and/or obesity issues.

* Elon Musk says California is no longer the land of opportunity. He is threatening to move his
electric car facility to Austin, Texas, and says he will pay $11 B in taxes this year.
* If you are the average American, in your whole life, you will spend an average of six months
waiting at red lights.
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December RWR Meeting

Nicol

New officers for 2022 installed at the December luncheon.
L-R: Lynda Frieden, Recording secretary; Bev Stenehjem,
1st VP; Capt. Sam Brown, Nicôl Herris, President;
Kate Vineyard, 2nd VP; Cindy Sassenrath, Treasurer.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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